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Weather Chronicle News and 
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.

Looking back: The area got
its first real dumping of snow
Monday afternoon and evening
after a mild week.
Date Hi Lo       Snow
Jan. 16 4 .......-8..........0.00
Jan. 17 28 ......-6 ........0.00

Jan. 18 42 ......17 ........0.00
Jan. 19 46 ......30 ........0.00
Jan. 20 44 ......28 ...... .0.00
Jan. 21 37 ......32 ........0.00
Jan. 22 33 ......25 ........4.80
Temperatures and precipitation com-
piled by Robert Thurn, Chronicle
weather observer. 

Wed., 1-24
H: 28°, L: 14°

Thur., 1-25
H:  33°, L: 30°

Fri., 1-26
H: 40°, L:  25°

Sat., 1-27
H: 35° L: 13°

Sun., 1-28
H: 23° L: 7°

Chronicle photos by Lori Copler

Great day to be
out on the lake
The Friends of High Island
sponsored their sixth annual
fishing contest on High Island
Lake at New Auburn Saturday
morning into Saturday after-
noon. The organization uses
the event as an educational tool
to inform people about its ef-
forts to restore High Island to a
recreational lake, including the
use of the lake by the Minneso-
ta Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) as a walleye fin-
gerling feeder lake for rearing
stocking fry. This was a record
year for the event, with 229 en-
trants. The club paid out on
three caught fish, all walleyes.
Above is the organizational
area off the parking lot to the
lake access, which featured
concessions and a warming
area. At right, Blake Goettl,
front, and Colton Goettl, back-
ground, were among the an-
glers who participated.

City Council updated
on possible housing
development plans
By Katie Ballalatak
Staff Writer

The Glencoe City Council heard
a brief economic development up-
date by Assistant Administrator Dan
Ehrke at its Tuesday, Jan. 16,  meet-
ing. 

The developing company which
originally wanted to build a two-
phase apartment complex at the
Helen Baker Elementary school site
is currently in the midst of evaluat-
ing other potential sites in Glencoe. 

“We’re working with Justin’s
(Black of Short, Elliott Hendrick-
son, Inc.) team on one particular
site that we think has potential,”
said Ehrke.

Ehrke and SEH hope to have
something in front of the Planning
Commission and the City Council
by late winter or early spring. 

“We are excited to have them
back at the table,” said Ehrke.

In other business, the City Coun-
cil:

• Briefly discussed items that will
appear on the agenda for the City
Council Finance Committee meet-
ing on Jan. 24 at 2 p.m., including
establishing a cost structure for
wastewater rates and the Morning-
side Avenue project. Karen Cavett

City of Buffalo requests
Trailblazer Transit to provide
evening, weekend service
By Lori Copler
Editor

The Trailblazer Transit Joint
Powers Board will have a year to
consider a request from the city of
Buffalo to provide evening and
weekend service to its residents.

Gary Ludwig, Trailblazer’s exec-
utive director, told the board at its
Thursday morning meeting that
Buffalo currently has its own pro-
gram, but is considering eliminat-
ing it because of difficulty getting
drivers.

“They asked if Trailblazer would
consider picking it up as soon as
possible,” said Ludwig. He added
that expanding weekend and
evening service for transit is one of
the Minnesota Department of
Transportation’s (MnDOT) goals.

John Groothuis of MnDOT’s Of-
fice of Transit said that the earliest
Trailblazer could offer the request-

ed service would be 2019, as it
needs to go through the MnDOT
funding process first.

Ludwig noted that not only
would Trailblazer have to find driv-
ers, it also would have to expand its
dispatch service to evenings and
weekends if it chooses to fulfill
Buffalo’s request.

“To be honest, it would be diffi-
cult,” said Ludwig.

Kevin Kasel of the WCAT
(Wright County Area Transporta-
tion) delegation to the board said
that Trailblazer already has trouble
finding drivers and dispatchers.

“The challenge is staffing … it’s
always staffing,” said Kasel. “If we
can solve that issue then, yeah …”

Sibley County Commissioner
Bill Pinske reminded the board that

Annual Blizzard Blast set for Feb. 2 in Glencoe

Submitted photo
This barnwood bench, currently on display at Coborn’s in Glencoe, is one of many unique items
that will be auctioned off at the annual Blizzard Blast on Feb. 2. The charity event benefits the Allina
Hospice program. See page 8 for an article on how Hospice aided Caroline Vogt in her final months.

By Lori Copler
Editor

The 12th annual Blizzard Blast
charity event, a fundraiser for the
Allina Hospice program, is set for
Friday, Feb. 2, at 5:30 p.m., at the
Glencoe City Center.

According to Lona Oltmann of Al-
lina, the annual event has almost
quadrupled its revenue since its in-
ception 12 years ago.

“We expect this to be the best year
yet,” said Oltmann.

Dr. Bill Dunbar will be the emcee,
Ron Stuedemann is the guest speak-
er, and music will be by Doug
Stuedemann and South 40. There
also is a meal catered by Chef Craig
and a live and silent auctions.

“We have exciting new live and
silent auction items,” said Oltmann.

Among those are a glider bench
(which is currently on display at
Coborn’s), donated by Frank Hei-
land Construction Co.; a community
supported agriculture share (CSA) of
18 weeks of fresh veggies from Tan-
gletown Gardens, as well as two
tickets to its annual outdoor banquet;
a backyard bonfire kit with a fire
ring, cooler, roasting forks, Vikings

folding chairs and blankets and
more, donated by Al and Judy Heck-
sel and Wade and Mary Trnka; and a
six-person party bus, donated by
Tom Pinske.

Funds raised help the hospice pro-
gram offer special services to pa-
tients. In 2017, the average daily
hospice census was 38, as compared
to 26 in 2016. There were 192 pa-
tients admitted to the hospice pro-
gram, and 161 deaths in 2017.
Thanks to funds raised by the event,
Allina was able to offer 244 massage
therapy visits and 238 music therapy
visits to hospice patients in 2017,
services that are not covered by in-
surance.

Oltmann encourages those plan-
ning to attend to buy their advance
sale tickets now. As of Tuesday, only
about 75 tickets were available.
They may be purchased at Allina
Health Home Care Services in
Hutchinson, Cash Wise Foods in
Hutchinson, Coborn’s in Glencoe,
Glencoe Chamber of Commerce
(Glencoe City Center), Glencoe Re-
gional Health Services, Johnson-
McBride Funeral Chapel in Glencoe,
and King Pin Pub in Plato.

City Council
Turn to page 3

Trailblazer
Turn to page 3



The dates and times for
Glencoe-Silver Lake High
School’s one act play have
been set. Director Patrick
Hiltner and his cast and crew
will present the play “Cage-
birds” by David Campton at a
public performance on Thurs-
day, Jan. 25 at 6 p.m., at the
GSL High School Auditori-
um. Note the early start time.
The cost for attending the
performance is $6 for adults
or $4 for students.

On Monday, Jan. 29, GSL
will compete in the Section
4A sub-section competition at
Howard Lake-Waverly-Win-
sted High School. There will
be five schools competing,
with GSL scheduled to per-
form at 6:30 p.m.  

The one act play is part of
the Minnesota State High
School League and includes a
number of rules for compet-
ing schools. A production
must be under 35 minutes in
length with a maximum set-
up time of 10 minutes. There
are also limits to how much
and what types of scenery
and props are allowed. Each
play is judged by a panel of
three judges. The top two
schools from the sub-section
competition will compete at
the section competition at St.
Paul Academy and Summit
School on Saturday, Feb. 3.   

“Cagebirds” is an allegori-
cal play where “a room and a
cage and people and captive
birds all get confused until a
dramatic climax.” According
to Webster’s Dictionary, alle-
gory is the expression by
means of symbolic fictional

figures and actions of truths
or generalization about
human existence.

“The play is completely al-
legorical; everything is sym-
bolic,” said Hiltner. At first
there may be some confusion,
but as the play develops, we
see The Wild One who is new
to the cage and talks of
breaking out to find freedom,
which in turn frightens the
others secure in their cage.
This play has been a unique
challenge for the 10 students
involved this year. Students
need to think “outside the
box” and go beyond the liter-
al meaning of things. Stu-
dents have stepped up to the
challenge and are excited to
present their show to audi-
ences.  

Students involved include:
Kaitlyn Doolittle, Molly
Green, Izzy Elias, Emmi Jer-
abek, Lily Kirchoff,  Anthony
LaPlante, Rachael Meyer,
Becca Olson, Bryanna Paul
and Grace Witte.

Happenings

Corn, soybean growers banquet
The McLeod County Corn & Soybean Growers Asso-

ciation will host its annual banquet and ag appreciation
night Saturday, Jan. 27, at the Pla-Mor Ballroom in Glen-
coe. The business meeting and elections will be held at 5
p.m., followed by a social hour at 5:45 p.m. and the ban-
quet at 6:30 p.m. The guest speaker will be Mike Pear-
son, a farmer, broadcaster, former banker and host of the
daily Podcast, Ag News Daily. Tickets are free for associ-
ation members; non-members can purchase them at the
door.

Centershot Ministry to start
Members and friends of Grace Bible Church in Silver

Lake will be starting their next session of a Bible-based
archery ministry called Centershot for ages 7 to 100
years old. The ministry meets one day a week for eight
weeks, and includes a 45-minute Bible study and 45 min-
utes of archery instruction. The church provides the bows
and arrows which are used during training sessions in the
church basement shooting range. Participants pay a nom-
inal fee to cover the cost of the study book. The next ses-
sion will begin Sunday, Jan. 28, from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Space is limited, so those interested are encouraged to
contact the church office at 320-327-2352. Grace Bible
Church (www.silverlakechurch.org) is located at 300
Cleveland St., Silver Lake, next to the city water tower.

Sportsman Club fundraiser
The Shady Lane Sportsman Club will have a wildlife

habitat fundraiser breakfast Saturday, Jan. 27, from 6:30
a.m. until 10:30 a.m., with eggs and potatoes donated by
Michael Foods in Gaylord. A freewill donation will be
taken. Proceeds will go toward feeding wildlife, with the
exclusion of deer. For more information, call Grant Bar-
tels at 320-224-9693.  

After-prom soup fundraiser
The Glencoe-Silver Lake After Prom Committee is

hosting a Pre-Soup-er Bowl Bash at the King Pin Pub in
Plato on Sunday, Jan. 28, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. A soup-
and-sandwich lunch will be served and there will be meat
raffles and a raffle for a 55-inch TV. Advance tickets are
available for a reduced price, and may be purchased at
home varsity basketball games, Pure Life Chiropractic &
Wellness, or by contacting Mindy Lemke at 320-310-
1096. All proceeds benefit the after-prom party.

Glencoe Lions Bar Bingo
The Glencoe Lions will sponsor Bar Bingo at the Glen-

coe Country Club on Saturday, Jan. 27, at noon. Every-
one age 18 and over is welcome to play for cash prizes.
The Progressive Game 16 pay-out amount is $1,099 if
you have Bingo within 56 called numbers. Meat raffles
will also be held. Proceeds from this bar bingo and meat
raffle event, as well as all February events, will support
the Minnesota Canine Search, Rescue and Tracking or-
ganization. Food, beverages and pull-tabs are available.

Potato pancake dinner set
The First Evangelical Lutheran Men’s Club will have

its 67th annual all-you-care-to-eat potato pancake and
sausage dinner Sunday, Feb. 4, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., in
the First Evangelical Lutheran Church Fellowship Cen-
ter, Glencoe. The menu includes authentic German potato
pancakes, regular pancakes, sausage, applesauce, cheese,
ice cream, coffee and milk. There is a cost for the meal;
takeouts are available.

Silver Lake Sportsmens Club
The Silver Lake Sportsmens Club will meet Thursday,

Jan. 25, at 7 p.m., at the sanctuary.

Glencoe Sportsmens Club
The Glencoe Sportsmens Club will meet Monday, Feb.

5, at 7:30 p.m., at the Glencoe VFW.

Sportsmens club shrimp fry
The Glencoe Sportsmens Club will host a shrimp fry

Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 5 p.m., at the Glencoe VFW Club,
serving until the shrimp are gone.

Glencoe seniors meetings
The Glencoe Senior Citizens meet on Tuesdays and

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. in the seniors room at the Glen-
coe City Center. Sheephead is played on Tuesdays, and
both sheephead and 500 are played on Thursdays. All
seniors over 55 are invited. For more information, call
320-510-1551 and leave a message. 

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than
5 p.m. on Monday of the week they are to be pub-
lished. Items received after that will be published else-
where in the newspaper as space permits. Happenings
in Glencoe, Brownton, Stewart, Plato, New Auburn,
Biscay and Silver Lake take priority over happenings
elsewhere.

On Jan. 13, three students
from the  Glencoe-Silver
Lake (GSL) Lakeside Ele-
mentary School Intermediate
Band, three students from the
GSL Junior High Bands, and
four students from the GSL
High School Bands attended
the Central Region Honor
Band of the Minnesota Band
Directors Association.

GSL High School Band
students Courtney Richer
(tenor saxophone), Brittney
Richter (alto saxophone),
Kennedy Wraspir (flute) and
Drew Hedtke (string bass)
were members of the 9-10
Honor Band. GSL Junior
High School Band Students
Calista Pedraza (oboe), Tison
Werner (french horn), and
Kaeden Amberg (french
horn) were members of the 6-
8 Honor Band ,along with

Andrew Bandas (trombone),
Cavin Streufert (euphonium),
and Allison Willcox (clarinet)
of the Lakeside Intermediate
Band.

Held at Elk River High
School, the bands featured
168 students from 46 schools
throughout central Minneso-
ta.  The day included signifi-
cant rehearsal time and a
short amount of time with
volunteer section coaches.
The event culminated with a
concert held in the Elk River
High School Auditorium. 

The honor bands were con-
ducted by the husband and
wife team of James Fritz (9-
10 Honor Band) and Eliza-
beth Fritz (6-8 Honor Band).
Both are now retired after
decades of service in music
education at the public
schools of Decorah, Iowa.

GSL students named to CMBDA honor bands

Submitted photos
GSL junior high musicians who were chosen for the
Central Minnesota Band Directors Association honor
bands were, from left, Kaeden Amberg (french horn),
Tison Werner (French horn) and Calista Pedraza
(oboe).

High school students who attended the CMBDA
honor band were, from left, Kennedy Wraspir (flute),
Courtney Richer (tenor saxophone), Brittney Richter
(alto saxophone) and Drew Hedtke (string bass).

Lakeside CMBDA attendees were, from left, Allison
Willcox (clarinet), Cavin Streufert (euphonium) and
Andrew Bandas (trombone).

The Nicollet/Sibley County
Corn and Soybean Growers
are offering six $750 scholar-
ships for students enrolled in
two- or four-year colleges
and majoring in ag business,
ag production, ag engineer-
ing, ag education or any ag-
related field of study.  

Scholarship applicants
must be a resident of Sibley
or Nicollet county and their
family must be a Minnesota
Corn or Soybean Grower As-

sociation member.  
Two $500 adult scholar-

ships for adults enrolled in an
ag education program are
also being offered.  

For a scholarship applica-
tion contact the Nicollet/Sib-
ley County Corn & Soybean
Growers at 507-237-4100 or
check with your local high
school.  The deadline for sub-
mitting applications is April
13. 

Growers association
offering ag scholarships

GSL announces dates,
times for one act play
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Enjoy dinner by Chef Craig, live and silent auctions,  
raffles and music while benefiting hospice!

Friday, February 2
5:30 p.m.

Glencoe City Center
1107 11th Street East
Glencoe, MN 55336

Music by Doug Stuedeman and South 40
Emcee Dr. Bill Dunbar

Guest speaker Ron Stuedemann

322113 1117 ©2017  ALLINA HEALTH SYSTEM. TM – A TRADEMARK OF ALLINA HEALTH SYSTEM.

12th Annual

Blizzard Blast 2018
Charity Event

Tickets are $30 per person and includes dinner
Tickets are available at:

Allina Health Home Care Services — Hutchinson  Cash Wise Foods (Hutchinson)  
Coborn’s (Glencoe) Glencoe Chamber of Commerce (City Center)   Glencoe Regional Health Services 

Johnson-McBride Funeral Chapel (Glencoe)  King Pin Pub (Plato) 

Dr. Bill DunbarDoug StuedemanSouth 40
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ANNUAL FAMILY STYLE
TURKEY SUPPER

Zion United 
Methodist Church

306 2nd St. NW, Buffalo Lake

Advanced Tickets available at:
CenBank, Main Street Market and 

Buffalo Lake Insurance in Buffalo Lake;
NewsMirror &  Hector UMC in Hector

and Zion UMC Members.

Adults $10.00
5-11 yr. olds $5.00
Preschool FREE

Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018

Eat-in & Take-Outs
serving from 4:30–7:30 pm

F4,5Cc

38th Annual Knights of Columbus
Council No. 4842

FISH FRY
Pla-Mor Ballroom, Glencoe, MN

Friday, Feb. 9, 2018
Serving from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. or until fish is gone

$10.00 Advanced Tickets • $11.00 at Door
Children 10 & Under $5.00 at Door

Takeouts $11.00
Menu: Fish, cole slaw, scalloped potatoes, baked beans, milk, coffee, bread & butter.

ALL
YOU CAN

EAT!
(Dine-In
Only)

Music by
Lyndon 

Peterson

4-7 p.m.

F
4-

5C
,5

-6
A

c

Take-outs served throughout the day inside and at our drive-thru.

39th Annual Hamburg Hunting & Fishing Club

FISH FRY
“The Best Fish Fry in Minnesota” 

Hamburg Community Hall
Serving 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Adults: $11.00 – 5-12 Years: $6.00 – Under 5: Free
All-You-Can-Eat (Dine-In Only)  TAKE OUT ORDERS AVAILABLE

Pie and ice cream will be available, sold by 
Emanuel LWML of Hamburg, with matching funds from Thrivent. K4

-5
AC

SG
c

Refreshments
AvailableSAT., Feb. 3, 2018
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Record

Glencoe Police

TUESDAY, JAN. 16
1:20 a.m. — A citation was is-

sued for a winter parking ordi-
nance violation in the area of
16th Street E and Judd Avenue
N.

11:37 a.m. — An officer re-
sponded to a blight issue on
Greeley Avenue N.

9 p.m. — Officers assisted the
ambulance with a medical on
Stevens Avenue N for a person
who had fainted and fallen. The
individual was taken by ambu-
lance to the Glencoe hospital.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17
9:56 a.m. — An officer took a

theft report on 20th Street W.
2:11 p.m. — An officer and the

fire department responded to an
alarm on Hennepin Avenue N.

2:44 p.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to a resident complaint
on 18th Street E regarding a
neighbor’s dog that was urinating
on the resident’s trees and killing
them.

5:17 p.m. — An officer and an
ambulance responded to a med-
ical on Chandler Avenue N for a
person with abdominal pain and a
hurt ankle.

11:14 p.m. — An open door
was discovered on a building on
11th Street E. Officers searched
the building, and a key holder
was contacted to come lock it up.

THURSDAY, JAN. 18
1:15 a.m. — A citation for a vi-

olation of the winter parking ordi-
nance was issued in the area of
DeSoto Avenue N and 15th
Street E.

4 a.m. — Officers assisted with
a fall on Prairie Avenue.

5:01 p.m. — Officers served a
warrant on 16th Street E. A per-
son was arrested on McLeod
County and Polk County war-

rants, and other charges are
being considered.

FRIDAY, JAN. 19
1:55 a.m. — A male was ar-

rested for third-degree drug pos-
session and possession of drug
paraphernalia on 13th Street E.

10:49 a.m. — An officer made
contact with a person who was
involved with a gas drive-off the
previous day. The person said
they would go back and pay for
the fuel.

10:59 a.m. — Officers mediat-
ed an argument between a vehi-
cle owner and a repossession
agent on Greeley Avenue N.

12:11 p.m. — Officers respond-
ed to a medical on Elliott Avenue
N. The person was deceased,
and a death investigator was
called.

11:14 p.m. — A disturbance
was reported on 16th Street E. A
responding officer was unable to
find the source of the complaint.

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
Four citations were issued for

violations of the winter parking or-
dinance.

8:40 a.m. — An officer assisted
with a medical on McLeod Av-
enue N.

4:54 p.m. — An officer assisted
with a medical on Chandler Av-
enue N. A person was taken by
ambulance to the hospital. 

7:32 p.m. — An officer assisted
with a medical on 11th Street E. A
person was taken by ambulance
to Waconia.

7:59 p.m. — Officers respond-
ed to a house at an undisclosed
location. A person had heard foot-
steps in the house. Officers were
unable to locate anyone inside,
nor were there any footprints out-
side.

9:35 p.m. — Officers and the
fire chief responded to a carbon
monoxide alarm on 14th Street E. 

10:10 p.m. — A report was re-
ceived of a smell of marijuana in

an entryway on Newton Avenue.
An officer was unable to locate
the source of the smell.

11:34 p.m. — Officers respond-
ed to a report of an altercation on
11th Street E.

SUNDAY, JAN. 21
1:01 a.m. — A citation was is-

sued for a violation of the winter
parking ordinance.

1:12 am. — A driver was ar-
rested for second-degree driving
while impaired, driving after can-
cellation after being deemed in-
imical to the public safety, restric-
tion violation, and no interlock
equipment, at a traffic stop in the
area of 13th Street E and Arm-
strong Avenue.

1:07 p.m. — An officer assisted
the ambulance with a possible
stroke on Judd Avenue N.

8:17 p.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to an argument in a
laundry room regarding washing
machines in Newton Avenue.

MONDAY, JAN. 22
1:06 a.m. — Officers assisted

with a medical on 16th Street.
1:38 a.m. — A citation was is-

sued for a violation of the winter
parking ordinance in the 700
block of First Street E.

11:48 a.m. — An officer took a
report of a threatening voice mail
from a person on 13th Street W.

12:45 p.m. — Officers assisted
with a medical on Hennepin Av-
enue N.

12:47 p.m. — An officer re-
sponded to a minor fender ben-
der accident on Scout Hill Drive.

7:14 p.m. — An officer helped
a motorist move a vehicle that
was stuck in the snow in the area
of 10th Street E and Owen Av-
enue N.

11:35 p.m. — Officers assisted
another motorist with a stuck ve-
hicle in the area of Fir Avenue N
and Chestnut Street W.

The Glencoe Public Li-
brary has the adult winter
reading program going
strong. As patrons read
books, audio books, and
eBooks, they are receiving
prizes. This year’s theme is
“Reading is Snow Much
Fun,” as are the incentives in-
cluding coffee mugs, calen-
dars, decks of cards, can
holders and chocolate. The
program is sponsored by the
Pioneerland Library System,
of which Glencoe Library is a
branch member, and the
Friends of the Glencoe Li-
brary organization. Sign up
with a librarian, read and re-
ceive a prize. The adult win-
ter reading program runs
through March and is open to
adult and high school pa-
trons.

The public libraries of
McLeod County are promot-
ing a bus trip to the Old Log
Theatre to see the musical,
“Life Can Be a Dream,” on
Wednesday, Jan. 31. The bus
leaves around 11 a.m. and re-
turns before 5 p.m. The cost
of the coach bus and theatre
tickets are paid by the Min-
nesota Legacy funds to bring
the arts opportunities to Min-
nesota communities. Sign up
is necessary, including sign-
ing a bus waiver. If interest-
ed, please visit one of the
McLeod County public li-
braries in Brownton, Glen-
coe, Hutchinson or Winsted. 

On Thursday, Feb. 15, au-
thors Dennis and Karen Vinar
will be speaking about their
book, “How Did You Find
Me … After All These
Years?”  The book gives the
reader a personal insight into
a lost and found love story
from these local authors. The
talk and book signing will
take place at the Brownton

Area Civic Center Gym from
noon to 1:30 p.m., and at the
Glencoe Library Activity
Room from 3 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. See the article on the
Vinars in The McLeod Coun-
ty Chronicle Jan. 10 issue.
This is a free library program
and no registration is neces-
sary.

The Glencoe Library en-
courages the public in need
of tax forms to use the com-
puter lab to access the Min-
nesota tax website, www.rev
enue.state.mn.us, and the fed-
eral income tax site, www.
irs.gov, for forms to use this
2017 tax season. Cost of
printouts of the forms is 20
cents per page at the library.
If patrons do not know how
to navigate the internet or use
a computer, please bring
someone who can sit with
you and help. Glencoe librar-
ians are able to help with the
site but will not be able to sit
with patrons in the lab. The
computers are a free resource
provided by the library.

Monthly programs at the
Glencoe Library include the
Luncheon Book Club on the
third Friday. This month the
group will discuss “Absolute-
ly True Diary of a Part Time
Indian” by Sherman Alexis.
LEGO League is on the first
Tuesday of the month at 6
p.m. Teen Coffee House is
open on the third Thursday of
the month. Toddler Storytime
meets on Tuesday and Satur-
days at 10 a.m. For more li-
brary information, visit the
Glencoe Library on Facebook
and the library website, www.
glencoe.lib.mn.us. 

Jackee Fountain is the
head librarian for the Glen-
coe and Brownton public li-
braries.

Library News
By Jackee Fountain

Adult reading program

Chronicle photo by Lori Copler

New(er) pumper truck put into service
The Silver Lake Fire Department recently put this
1992 pumper into service, replacing a 1974 Chevrolet.
The truck above was purchased from the Hutchinson
Fire Department for $10,000, and provides Silver Lake
with a truck that has a crew cab. Fire Chief Dale
Kosek said that Hutchinson and Silver Lake provide

mutual aid to each other, so there is familiarity with
the truck by both departments. Pictured with the
truck, from left, are fire department members John
Marvan, Ron Posusta, Kosek and Assistant Chief Dar-
rel Kaczmarek.

City Council Continued from page 1

of SEH will be present at the
meeting to guide the City
Council as it makes its deci-
sion about the wastewater
cost structure.

• Set a public hearing for
MS4 (municipal separate
storm sewer system) on Feb.
20 at 7:05 p.m.

• Approved professional
services agreement with SEH.

The city annually renews this
agreement to take care of
minimal individual projects
that come up throughout the
year. The maximum comes to
$50,000; last year the city
used just over $40,000. The
agreement passed 4-1 with
Council Member Allen
Robeck voting no. 

• Approved Glencoe Fire

Department officers: Ron
Grack, chief, James Voigt, as-
sistant chief, John Vanduyn-
hoven, captain of Engine 335,
Brandon Hahn, first lieu-
tenant of Engine 335, Dan
Pagel, second lieutenant of
Engine 335, Jeremy Mattson,
captain of Engine 331, James
Schroepfer, first lieutenant of
Engine 331, Jon Dahlke, sec-

ond lieutenant of Engine 331,
James Madden Jr., captain of
Engine 333, Grant Schwende-
mann, first lieutenant, Jake
Jenson, second lieutenant of
Engine 333 and Kelly Mahon
and Tom Brinkmann, training
officers. 

Trailblazer Continued from page 1

this is not the first time that a
city has requested expanded
service — the city of
Hutchinson also has asked
about service.

“If we get it (Buffalo) in,
then Hutchinson will be there
for sure,” said Pinske. “We
need to get our driver situa-
tion resolved first before we
branch out.”

McLeod County Commis-

sioner Doug Krueger said
there are other models of
transit that Trailblazer could
look at for providing expand-
ed service, citing the city of
Marshall as an example.

The board agreed to take
the matter under advisement.

In other business, the Joint
Powers Board:

• Elected McLeod County
Commissioner Joe Nagel as

its chair for 2018. Wright
County Commissioner Darek
Vetsch is the vice chair, and
Pinske is the recorder.

• Reviewed the third-quar-
ter expense and revenue re-
port from 2017, as well as
ride statistics. Ludwig said
that 2017 will likely end with
an excess revenue balance.
“The numbers look really
fantastic,” he said. Trailblazer

is expected to finish 2017
with 250,000 rides, up about
18,000 over the previous
year.

• Heard that its job offer for
its open operations manager
had been declined by the can-
didate. Ludwig said the
human resources director is
looking at other options for
recruiting candidates.
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Staff
Karin Ramige, Publisher;
Lori Copler, Editor; Katie
Ballalatak, Staff Writer;
June Bussler, Business Man-
ager; Sue Keenan, Sales
Representative; Brenda Fog-
arty, Sales Representative;
Tom Carothers, Sports Edi-
tor;   Travis Handt, Creative
Department; Cody Behrendt,
Creative Department; and Tr-
isha Karels, Office Assistant.

Letters
The McLeod County Chronicle
welcomes letters from readers
expressing their opinions. All let-
ters, however, must be signed.
Private thanks, solicitations and
potentially libelous letters will not
be published. We reserve the
right to edit any letter.
A guest column is also available
to any writer who would like to
present an opinion in a more ex-
panded format. If interested, con-
tact the editor. loric@glencoe-
news.com.

Ethics
The editorial staff of the McLeod
County Chronicle strives to pres-
ent the news in a fair and accu-
rate manner. We appreciate er-
rors being brought to our atten-
tion. Please bring any grievances
against the Chronicle to the at-
tention of the editor, Lori Copler,
at 320-864-5518, or loric@glen-
coenews.com.

Press Freedom
Freedom of the press is guaran-
teed under the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution:
“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or the press…”
Ben Franklin wrote in the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette in 1731: “If printers
were determined not to print any-
thing till they were sure it would
offend nobody there would be very
little printed.”

Deadline for The McLeod County
Chronicle news is 5 p.m., and ad-
vertising is noon, Monday. Dead-
line for Glencoe Advertiser adver-
tising is noon, Wednesday. Dead-
line for The Galaxy advertising is
noon Wednesday.
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Letters to the Editor

Just in case you didn’t
notice with all the non-
warranted hoopla over

the Vikings’ shot at an NFC
championship, the federal
government shut down. It’s up
and running again, albeit on a
short schedule.

Our U.S. senators are pat-
ting themselves on the back
for achieving a compromise
bill that will keep the govern-
ment open — for at least an-
other three weeks.

It’s hardly milestone legisla-
tion, although it’s being touted
that way at the Capitol. The
compromise bill does clean up
one item — the extension of
the lapsed Children’s Health
Insurance Program, also
known as CHIP, which will
provide relief, at least for now,
for those who rely on its serv-
ices for medical care for chil-
dren.

The Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
was also on the table, and was
a prime issue with Democrats.
Dems want to continue
DACA, Republicans would
like to phase it out. The Re-

publicans did concede to have
a vote on a bipartisan plan to
fix the program, but that’s not
likely going to preserve the
program.

But despite the so-called
“compromise,” there is still no
long-term budget plan on the
horizon. We may well be see-
ing another government shut-
down in less than a month.

That is not compromise pol-
itics. That is a band-aid ap-
proach to doing business and
kicking the political can down
the road, a habit that has be-
come unforgivably ingrained
in our political system and one
which must stop now.

America was once the shin-
ing ideal of how a democracy
should, and can, work. Now,
countries all across the globe
are sneering at our president,
and deriding our inability to
govern effectively.

It’s time we return to our
ideals of government, and
give up our grip on our polar
politics. If we don’t, we are
teetering even closer to the
brink of disaster.

— L.C.

Federal government
back in government

Our view: So-called ‘compromise’
just kicks the can down the road

Folks here at The Chronicle were
very saddened last week when we
learned the news that retired sports
editor Lee Ostrom had passed away.

At 6 foot, 6 inches (or maybe
more), Lee loomed over the rest of
us here at the office, but he was
hardly intimidating. If anyone could
be called a “gentle giant,” it was he.

Well, maybe he was slightly in-
timidating, but not because of his
size. He had a mind like a steel trap,
and could toss out names, jersey
numbers, dates, scores, records and
other statistics from every sport
from high school track and field to
Canadian hockey.

But Lee wasn’t just about sports.
He also could cite statistics about
historical events, geographic areas,
politics, and food.

He was an adventurous soul, al-
ways wanting to try something new.
He would try any kind of food.
When we occasionally carpooled to
sporting events in the metro area, I
quivered in fear that he would sug-
gest stopping at some exotic restau-
rant so we could try stewed squid
brains or deep-fried yak intestines,
or something equally weird. I’m a
timid eater who prefers to stick to
my traditionally American cheese-
burgers and fries. Tasting sweet-

potato fries was a big adventure for
me.

While we didn’t share culinary
tastes, we did share a love of read-
ing. If he wasn’t tasting some odd-
ball dish and chasing it down with a
glass of wine, he was reading. I
often arrived to find a couple of
books on my desk, and I’d often
bring him some.

And Lee certainly had a unique
sense of humor. At the end of a par-
ticular stressful day, we’d often
gather around his computer while he
queued up a Monty Python clip.
Once everyone had a good laugh,
he’d announce “that’s enough” and
we’d all go back to work.

But more than anything else, Lee
was all about people. He’d arrive

each day with a cheerful “greets” to
everyone. If he happened to pass
through again, he offered a “re-
greets.” He always asked how you
were, how your family was and even
how your pets were doing. He loved
to follow high school athletes and
kept track of them into college and
beyond.

He was quick to offer help and
loath to ask for it, not wanting to im-
pose on anyone. He loved service as
a Rotarian and was always willing to
pitch into help.

It was difficult for us all when we
learned he had been diagnosed with
Parkinson’s. He had already sur-
vived cancer and a heart attack, and
it seemed one more unfair health
issue to assail such a fine man.

He rarely talked about it. He
would respond when asked about
how he was doing, but then would
quickly deflect the conversation to
sunnier topics.

After we learned of his diagnosis
of Lewy Body Dementia, we were
all doubly devestated. To see his
quick wit and fine mind demolished
by this disease was heartbreaking.

Those who worked with him will
miss him greatly; he was truly an of-
fice favorite.

Rest in peace, Lee; you deserve it.

Lee Ostrom was truly an office favorite

Lori Copler

Question of the week
Political party caucuses are coming
upon Feb. 6. Do you plan to attend?

1) Yes 
2) No

3) Maybe

Results for most recent question:

Can the Vikings capture the NFC Championship
and move on to the Super Bowl?

1) Yes, absolutely — 35%
2) Um, maybe — 35%

3) Probably not — 14%
4) Heck, no — 15%

85 votes. New question runs Jan. 24-Jan. 30

You can

vote
online at www.glencoenews.com

To the Editor:
If you are interested, as a city tax-

payer, in cutting your city tax by
more than 34 percent, read on ...

According to our city treasurer,
our current city budget levy is
$2.383 million. Our city police
budget is $1.157 million, or 48.5
percent of our total city budget. This
police cost is about $210 per Glen-
coe resident ($1.157 million divided
by our city’s 2016 population census
of 5,503).

I conducted a research study that
showed that 33 cities in four coun-
ties (Carver, Wright, Dakota and
Washington) which are patrolled by
their respective counties instead of
local city police, and averaged only
$61 per person. At $210, Glencoe’s
is $149 more per person ($210
minus $61 equals $149). For exam-
ple:  Waconia’s current police cost is

$62.39 per person; Norwood Young
America’s is $52.14 per person.

If we could save $149 per person,
we could save our city taxpayers
$820,000 ($149 x 5,503). These are
big dollar savings for us! The extra
$149 that we are paying in excess
police costs is forcing our city to
budget an additional $820,000.

This $820,000 excess cost divided
by our total levy of $2,383,000 is
34.4 percent. According to our coun-
ty auditor, this 34.4 percent is $378
in extra taxes on a $150,000 home
with a city property tax of $1,100.
This means that lowering our police
cost could have a 34 percent de-
crease on my and your property
taxes.

This is not a new discovery. Sev-
eral years ago, I compiled a similar
report that was published in our
local paper. A committee was then

selected to study our local police
costs; even though I had spent hours
of research on this subject with
dozens of city and county officials,
my participation on the committee
was denied.  The committee met
with county and city officials, and
agreed to keep the status quo, which
has led us to the situation we are in
now — Glencoe taxpayers paying
an extra $4 million or more of city
taxes since the committee decision.

Now, hopefully, with a 34.4 per-
cent property tax saving, city tax-
payers will be motivated to call or
write a note to our city council per-
sons regarding this injustice and
asking for (or demanding) a change.
We deserve their consideration!

Gary Ballard
Glencoe

An idea for cutting Glencoe city taxes by 34%
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“Look to the spine for the cause of disease...” ~ Hippocrates

Kurt D. Kramer, STM, DC

627 12th Street E, Glencoe, MN 55336  •  320-864-8000

dr.kramer@glencoefamilychiropractic.com

Need Business
Cards?

We can
help!

McLeod Publishing, Inc.
716 E. 10th St., Glencoe, MN 55336 • 320-864-5518

advertising@glencoenews.com

Professional Directory
JERRY 

SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation
Business, Farm, Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting, Payroll

& Financial Statements

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com
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The Professional Directory is pro-
vided each week for quick reference
to professionals in the Glencoe area
— their locations, phone numbers
and office hours. Call the McLeod

County Chronicle office 
for details on how you can be in-

cluded in this directory, 
320-864-5518.

Dale’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

2110 9th St. E.
Glencoe, MN 55336

HEATING – COOLING
PLUMBING – REMODELING
RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL

320-864-6353
CALL DALE FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
Lic #PC670283

Chiropractor
Dr. Scott Gauer

Dr. Randy Johnson
Effective, caring doctors

Friendly, helpful staff
Convenient scheduling

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E, Glencoe

www.gauerchiropractic.com

COKATO
EYE CENTER
115 Olsen Blvd., Cokato

320-286-5695 

OPTOMETRISTS
*Paul G. Eklof, O.D.

*Katie N. Tancabel, O.D.
Kid’s Glasses $98.00
Teen Glasses $118

F39tfnCt

Glencoe and Cologne

Reach over 13,000
homes by placing
your ad here.

Chronicle/Advertiser
716 E. 10th St., Glencoe • 320-864-5518

www.glencoenews.com

Letters to the Editor History

30 Years Ago

Jan. 27, 1988
Bill Ramige, Editor

Two auto thefts and one at-
tempted auto theft were reported
to the Glencoe Police Depart-
ment Monday night. The first ve-
hicle was stolen from Lee’s
Super Valu parking lot. It was re-
covered a short time later. Police
then received a report from a car
owner who reported seeing
someone near the owner’s vehi-
cle. The suspect fled and was not
caught. Another vehicle was re-
moved from the Pla-Mor parking
lot and was recovered a short
distance away form the lot.

Last week’s heavy snowfall
(nine inches on Tuesday and
Wednesday) meant a day off
from school in Glencoe on
Wednesday. Just about every-
thing in the Glencoe area was
running late, including The
Chronicle, which missed its
printing schedule due to the
weather for the first time in
memory.

Fran Vogt of Glencoe, a regis-
tered staff nurse and home health
aide coordinator at McLeod
County Public Health Nursing,
will retire on Friday after 41
years in nursing.

20 Years Ago

Jan. 28, 1998
Rich Glennie, Editor

Glencoe-Silver Lake High
School captured the Subsection
17 One-Act Play competition in
Delano on Jan. 24. Nine teams
competed and the top two teams
now advance to the Section 5A
competition on Saturday, Jan.
31.

After months of meetings, a
committee of the Plato City
Council agreed with its consult-
ing engineer that the best option
for the community to correct its
wastewater treatment problems
is to pump its waste to the Glen-
coe treatment plant. The problem
is how to pay for the project,
which has now risen in price to
$3 million.

The Rev. Grant T. Bode will
be installed as pastor of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lester
Prairie, during the congrega-
tion’s regular Sunday morning
service on Sunday Feb. 1.

10 Years Ago

Jan. 23, 2008
Rich Glennie, Editor

Alethea Roe, a junior at Glen-
coe-Silver Lake High School,
had two poems and a short story
accepted for publication in Be-
midji State University’s antholo-
gy “New Voices 2008.” Roe’s
poem “Ode to a Dismembered
Geranium,” received BSU’s
Emily Dickenson Award, and her
story, entitled “Oppugnare,” re-
ceived the Ray Bradbury Award.

Anne Fahrenholtz, 15, of Den-
mark, is a foreign exchange stu-
dent at Glencoe-Silver Lake
High School. She has been stay-
ing with the Haekenkamp family
since September.

From the Chronicle archives

75 Years Ago

Jan. 23, 1943
Delbert Merrill, Publisher

Colonel J. E. Nelson, state di-
rector of Selective Service and
Frank M. Rarig Jr., regional di-
rector of the War Manpower
Commission, joined today in
urging draft-age men on Min-
nesota farms to stay on their
farm jobs and to make no at-
tempt to volunteer into the
armed services of the United
States. “It is most patriotic now
for a farm worker of military age
to stay at his farm job,” Col.
Nelson asserted. “Under present
circumstances he is of much
greater value to his country on
the farm than he could be as a
soldier or a sailor.” 

50 Years Ago

Jan. 25, 1968
Wilbert Merrill, Publisher

Lanny Kolpek is a member of
the Mankato State College Con-
cert Band, which will be present-
ed in concert Tuesday at 8 p.m.

The director of the concert band
is Tom Giles. Lanny is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kolpek of
Silver Lake. He is a junior at
Mankato State College and is
majoring in music. 

Karen M. Smykalski has been
selected as Silver Lake’s 1968
homemaker of tomorrow. She
ranked first in a written home-
making knowledge and attitude
test given to senior girls in Silver
Lake High School. Karen is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Chester Smykalski of Silver
Lake.

25 Years Ago

Jan. 28, 1993
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

Jeff Konen was one of the en-
trants in the 500-mile snowmo-
bile race which began in
Wyoming, Minnesota, on Sun-
day and will end in Thunder Bay,
Ontario, Canada, on Wednesday.
Jeff will have a crew of two trav-
eling with him during the race.
Crew members are Brad Mallak
and Todd Konen, Jeff’s brother. 

10 Years Ago

Jan. 24, 2008
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

Director Patrick Hiltner and
his Glencoe-Silver Lake cast and
crew will present the play “The
Princess and the Pea” by Pat
Posenthal at a public perform-
ance on Jan. 24 at 8 p.m. Partici-
pating students are Logan Schu-
macher, Carsten Proehl, Miranda
Pool, Ben Schrade, Samantha
Bass, Jon Schrade, Sarah Thell,
Jenny Thissen, Joe Thomas, Kali
Trukki, Jesse Tichy, Keisha
Thomas, Megan O’Brien, Joe
Chmielewski, Rachel Lhotka,
Joel Pohland and Mitch Bulau.

Lakeside fourth and fifth
grades worked on a special proj-
ect packing food for the “Kids
Against Hunger” program.  Four
components are put into each
bag which include nutrients,
powdered egg yolk, rice and soy.
One bag will feed six people.
Lakeside staff member Lynn
Monger supervised the students. 

From the Silver Lake Leader archives

To the Editor:
On Tuesday, Feb. 6, politi-

cal parties in Minnesota will
be holding their caucuses as
they do every two years.
Once again, this year promis-
es to be an exciting time for
political change in Minnesota
since we have an open seat
for the governor’s race and
now with the resignation of
Sen. Franken, we will have
two U.S. Senate seats to fill.
This is your opportunity to
participate as Republicans
begin the process of choosing
their endorsed candidates for
these offices.

Minnesota is one of only
10 states that has a caucus
system where like-minded
citizens gather with their
neighbors at a local meeting
place to discuss the candi-
dates and try to persuade
their neighbors to vote for the
candidate they think is the
best.

This year at caucus, the Re-
publican Party will be hold-
ing a straw ballot for gover-
nor. Information about each
governor candidate can be
found at www.sibleycoun
tyrepublicans.org.

In addition to voting on a
gubernatorial candidate, we
will discuss issues and vote
on resolutions that may be-

come part of the Republican
Party platform. We will also
elect delegates to the upcom-
ing county convention to be
held in March. The entire
caucus takes about two hours,
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Who can participate and
vote in the caucuses? State
statute 202A.16 gives us the
guidelines. First, you must be
eligible to vote in the next
general election. In addition
the statute says: “Only those
persons who are in agreement
with the principles of the
party as stated in the party’s
constitution, and who either
voted for or affiliated with
the party at the last state gen-
eral election or intend to vote
or affiliate with the party at
the next state general elec-
tion, may vote at the precinct
caucus.”  You cannot partici-
pate at more than one party’s
caucus in any one year.  

If you identify with Repub-
lican Party principles and in-
tend to vote Republican this
coming November, you are
invited to attend the Min-
nesota caucuses on Tuesday,
Feb. 6, at 7 p.m. You can go
to www.MNGOP.com to read
the party platform for more
information about Republican
Party principles.

Here is a list of the Sibley

County Republican caucus
locations:

Henderson: City Hall, 600
Main St.; hosting the city of
Henderson, and the town-
ships of Henderson, Kelso,
Jessenland and Faxon.

Gaylord: Sibley East Ele-
mentary School, Room 151,
625 Harvey Drive; hosting
the cities of Gaylord and
New Auburn, and townships
of New Auburn, Sibley and
Dryden.

Winthrop: High School
Choir Room, 1001 North
Cottonwood St.; hosting the
city of Winthrop and town-
ships of Bismarck, Cornish,
Transit and Alfsborg.

Gibbon: Elementary
School Cafeteria, 323 E. 11th
St.; hosting the city of Gib-
bon and the townships of
Moltke, Severance and
Grafton.

Arlington: Sibley East
High School Choir Room,
202 Third Ave. NW; hosting
the cities of Arlington and
Green Isle and the townships
of Arlington, Green Isle and
Washington Lake.

For more information
please call 320-864-3911.

Emily Gruenhagen 
Deputy Chair
Sibley County

Republicans

Political party caucuses set for Feb. 6

To the Editor:
Last summer, President

Trump’s national opioid com-
mission recommended that he
declare the opioid epidemic a
“national emergency” or a
“public health emergency.” It
was my hope that the presi-
dent would choose the for-
mer, which would have al-
lowed for the use of Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) funds to
combat addiction. Instead, the
president chose to declare a
90-day public health emer-
gency, which was set to ex-
pire on Jan. 23. As we ap-
proached this deadline, it is
clear that little has been
achieved as a result.

Over the course of the past
90 days, the president has not
dedicated any new funding or

resources to combat addic-
tion. Instead, he announced
an awareness campaign that
has yet to be seen. The Trump
Administration also continues
to operate without a secretary
of Health and Human Servic-
es or director for the Office of
National Drug Control Poli-
cy, both of which are crucial
leadership positions needed
to develop federal addiction
strategy.

Public and state health offi-
cials largely agree that in-
creased funding is needed to
mitigate the crisis. For that
reason, I have asked Presi-
dent Trump to declare a na-
tional emergency and fully
fund more than 30 federal
programs that support pre-
vention, treatment, law en-
forcement, and recovery ini-

tiatives. I have also asked the
Office of Management and
Budget to provide Congress
with a comprehensive pro-
posal to provide additional
funding in the next supple-
mental appropriations bill.

Drug overdose deaths in
greater Minnesota have
steadily increased since 2000,
and the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health estimates that
the majority are caused by
opioid abuse. Now more than
ever, Congress and the Trump
Administration need to take
immediate, effective, and
consequential action to re-
verse this trend.

Congressman 
Collin C. Peterson

Minnesota 7th District

Opioid epidemic is a national emergency

It may be buried deep in
the DNA of men, but there is
a tendency to wade into situa-
tions that probably should be
avoided. This might be one of
them. But here goes.

What is the big deal about
women’s hair? (Here’s where
smart men just duck).

The topic comes up with
my wife regularly as we ven-
ture out on our morning
walks. In the spring, summer
and fall, it is concern about
the wind and how it messes
with her hairdo. In the winter,
it is the cold and how having
a hat or hood on also messes
with her hairdo.

Me? I have no hairdo. I
wear a ball cap in the sum-
mer, stocking cap in the win-
ter. Pretty simple.

No matter the weather, my
wife is not going to wear a
hat. That is until the recent
cold snap around the Christ-
mas holidays. That was an
old-fashioned Minnesota
winter cold spell!

Despite the sub-zero tem-
peratures, we continued our
daily walks around town. But
she refused to wear her hat,
instead opting for ear muffs
and a mask that went up to
her nose.

One frigid morning, she fi-
nally got a cold enough nog-
gin to put her hood over her
head. But then, her glasses
fogged over!

Off came the hood. Then
her hair got frosty … literally.
There was no artificial color-
ing in her hair as temps hov-
ered around 10 below, with
an even colder windchill.
That was natural frost.

The parka hood made her
head sweat. Once off, her
head was losing heat that
melded with the cold air and
resulted in frosted hair! I
can’t say I’d ever seen that
before.

I thought to myself she
must be a real “hot head.”
Then I made the mistake of
verbalizing that. (Time to
duck again).

There seems to be some-
thing in the female DNA that
causes women to want to
have the perfect hairdo at all
times. Even after walking two
miles in the bitter cold with
your hood up, it still has to
look just right when we walk
into Gert & Erma’s for hot

drinks and to warm up each
winter morning.

“Who you trying to im-
press?” I asked as we stumble
in the door, glasses properly
fogged over.

A grunt comes as a reply as
she heads to the rest room
and a mirror.

“I like that California
wind-blown look,” I offered
as a compliment as she walks
to the rest room. “It makes
you look outdoorsy, healthy.”

Another grunt. Apparently
she didn’t receive that com-
pliment well either.

Karen often sits with the
old guys until the ladies
group gathers. Then she
abandons us for more inter-
esting conversation. Appar-
ently, hats and hair were top-
ics a while back, and she
promptly reported that ALL
women are concerned about
their hair, regardless of the
weather!

So as I continue to stumble
through life, it seems I still
have a ways to go to under-
stand women. 

For most guys, the real mir-
acle is whether we have our
sweatshirts on right side out
or backwards. Like I say, men
are pretty simple.

Rich Glennie was the edi-
tor of The Chronicle for 23
years. He retired Aug. 1,
2014.

What’s the big deal about hair?

Rich Glennie
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PERSONALIZED & CUSTOMIZED

952.467.2081
JOHN & LORI TROCKE

The family of LeRoy Penas
wishes to extend our thank you
to all for your many kindness-
es, and for the condolences
and support that we have re-
ceived following his unexpect-
ed death. We especially want
to send our gratitude and ap-
preciation to the McLeod
County sheriffs department,
the Silver Lake First Respon-
ders, Silver Lake ambulance,
Allina EMS, and the staff at
Hutchinson Health. Thank you
to Father Mike and Father Paul
of Church of the Holy Family
for your prayers and guidance.
Thank you to the Maresh fu-
neral home, the Holy Family
choir accompanied by Alice
Nowak, the American Legion
military Honor Guard, and the
people who sent food and pre-
pared and served the lunch.
Everyone’s many acts of kind-
ness and sympathy continue to
be a great comfort to us in our
time of sorrow. 

God bless you all, 
Judy Penas and family.*4Ct

Thank You
Heartfelt thanks to everyone
that supported us during the
recent loss of our mother Erna
Schwanke. Special thank you
to Dr. Bryon Peterson of
GRHS for the excellent care
for years of our mother.  The
LTC Staff at GRHS for her
daily care & needs, Pastor
Adelsen for the beautiful serv-
ice, the ladies of First Ev.
Lutheran church for serving
the lunch. Thank you to family
& friends who donated food,
flowers & many acts of kind-
ness & sympathy.  To
Mackenzie Alberts from John-
son/McBride Funeral Home
for the one on one help which
gave us much comfort in our
time of sadness. 

Erna’s Children & families
*4Ct

In Memory of 

Delphine Mallak
Jan. 8, 1919 - Jan.14, 2016

Those we love can

never be

more than a 

thought apart, 

for as long as

there is memory, 

they’ll live on in 

the heart.
We miss you, 

“Love your family”
*4Ct

Thurs., Jan. 25 — AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in

Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.

Mon., Jan. 29— Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.;

Brownton Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community

Center, 1 p.m.

Thurs., Feb. 1 — AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in

Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.

Mon., Feb. 5 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.;

Brownton Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community

Center, 1 p.m.

Tues., Feb. 6 — Brownton City Council, 7 p.m.

737 Hall St.,
Stewart

320-562-2553

www.firstmnbank.com

For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #067203-PM

Dobrava Bros.
Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe

320-864-6335
www.dobravabrothers.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

Brian Mikolichek: Owner • Bonded-Insured
                Residential              Remodel

                Service                    Light Commercial

Complete Plumbing and Heating Systems
Air Conditioning Installation

Winsted, MN 320-395-2002

M

ikolichek

Plumbing & Heating

F1-4LA

Granite, LLC.

730 Chandler Ave., Glencoe
320-864-2784 • Toll Free 800-354-9396
Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Other times available by appointment.

Minnesota Valley

• Hand crafted
• Locally made with the finest granite
• Large variety of design ideas
• Competitive prices

Memorial Markers & Monuments

WINTER SALE 10% OFF
Monument & Engraving thru: 

Dec. 1st - Jan. 6th

Obituaries Dorothy Sophia Herrmann,
90, of Glencoe, died Friday,
Jan. 19, 2018, at Grand
Meadows Senior Living in
Glencoe.

F u n e r a l
s e r v i c e s
will be held
S a t u r d a y,
Jan. 27, at
11 a.m., at
F r i e d e n s
( C o u n t y
L i n e )
Church in
rural Nor-
w o o d
Young Ameri-
ca, with the Rev. Matthew
Orendorff officiating.

Honorary casket bearers
will be Thomas Lawson,
Michael Lysse, Tinsley
Sophia Lawson, Nora
Michelle Lysse and Sawyer
Joel David Lysse. Casket
bearers will be Jodie Her-
rmann Lawson, Jessica Her-
rmann Lysse, Dale Hoof,
Scott Hoof, Kevin Hoof and
Lori Fabel.

Interment will be in the
Ferguson Cemetery in rural
Norwood Young America.

Dorothy Sophia Herrmann
was born Sept. 30, 1927, at
home near Plato, to Herman
and Hulda (Hoernemann)
Hoof. She was baptized as an
infant in October 1927, and
was confirmed in her faith as
a youth in May 1941, both at
Friedens (County Line)

Church in rural Norwood
Young America. She received
her education in Glencoe,
graduating from Stevens
Seminary with the class of
1946.

On May 27, 1949, she was
united in marriage to Delmer
Herrmann at Friedens (Coun-
ty Line) Church. They made
their home on their farm near
Plato, and shared over 68
years of marriage.

In addition to working on
the dairy farm, Mrs. Her-
rmann also worked at Sears,
Pinske Lumber, Green Giant,
Edward Jones and MidCoun-
try Bank. She had a knack for
accounting and maintaining
the books. She also volun-
teered as a coordinator for the
Red Cross.

She has been a lifelong
member of Friedens (County
Line) Church and a devoted
servant of the United Church
of Christ, where she held nu-
merous leadership roles and
served as UCC Board mem-
ber for the Eastern Associa-
tion council. She also was the
church organist for 60 years,
and took pride in maintaining
the organ so the church could
enjoy the music as she did.

In her free time, Mrs. Her-
rmann was an ambitious mas-
ter seamstress. She also en-
joyed quilting, cross stitch-
ing, flowers, playing cards
and traveling. Friends and
family treasured her because

she had firm convictions and
always spoke her mind.

She lived a life of service
to her family, community,
church and, most importantly,
to her Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. All her works on this
earth were a display of Jesus’
love to those around her.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Delmer Herrmann of
Glencoe; son, Joel (Shirley)
Herrmann of High Point,
North Carolina; grandchil-
dren, Jodie Herrmann
(Thomas) Lawson of Char-
lotte, North Carolina, and
Jessica Herrmann (Michael)
Lysse of Greensboro, North
Carolina; great-grandchil-
dren, Nora Michelle Lysse,
Sawyer Joel David Lysse and
Tinsley Sophia Lawson; sis-
ter-in-law, Priscilla Hoof;
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and many friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Herman and
Hulda Hoof; and brother, Hi-
lary Hoof.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als are preferred to Ferguson
Cemetery or Friedens
Church, c/o 11325 Zebra
Ave., Norwood Young Amer-
ica MN, 55368.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. Online
obituaries and guest book are
available at www.mcbridecha
pel.com. 

Dorothy S. Herrmann, 90, of Glencoe

Dorothy
Herrmann

Donald Henry Miskovsky,
80, of Silver Lake, died Jan.
15, 2018, at his home.

A Mass
of Christian
Burial was
held Mon-
day, Jan.
22, at Holy
F a m i l y
C a t h o l i c
Church in
Silver Lake
with the
Revs. Mike
Doyle and Paul Schumacher
officiating. Interment was in
the St. Joseph’s Cemetery in
Silver Lake.

Donald Miskovsky was
born Nov. 26, 1937, in
Hutchinson, the son of Henry
and Anna (Picha) Miskovsky.
He was baptized and con-
firmed as a youth at St.
Joseph Catholic Church in
Silver Lake. He graduated
with the Silver Lake High
School class of 1955. He
served his country in the U.S.

Navy for three years.
On Nov. 9, 1963, he mar-

ried Carol Habisch at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church in
Winsted. They lived in Rich-
field for a short time, then
moved to a home in Hutchin-
son. They were married for
55 years. God blessed their
marriage with two daughters,
Christine (Dean) Rannow and
Mary (Wade) Klabunde.

He was a member of Holy
Family Catholic Church in
Silver Lake and Knights of
Columbus Council 1841. He
worked for Northwest Air-
lines for 40 years and five
months, and for Delta Air-
lines for three years.

Mr. Miskovsky liked to
fish, hunt, play cards, travel
and visit with friends and rel-
atives.

He is survived by his wife,
Carol; daughters, Christine
(Dean) Rannow and Mary
(Wade) Klabunde; grandchil-
dren, Ellen and Ryan
Klabunde; brother, Ron

(Lois) Miskosky of Silver
Lake; brothers-in-law, Ken
(Fran) Habisch of Waverly
and Hank (Michelle) Habisch
of Silver Lake; nieces and
nephews; other relatives and
friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Henry and
Anna Miskovsky; and an in-
fant granddaughter.

The family would like to
thank everyone for their
thoughts, prayers, cards,
flowers and food during Mr.
Miskovsky’s illness and in
time of sorrow. The family’s
wish is that you take the love,
joy and happiness you re-
ceived from Don and spread
it to those who touch your
lives. God Bless. No individ-
ual acknowledgements will
be sent.

The Maresh Funeral Home
in Silver Lake served the
family. Online condolences
may be made at www.maresh
funeralhome.com.

Donald Miskovsky, 80, of Silver Lake

Donald
Miskovsky

(Harold) Lee Ostrom, 66,
lost his long battle with
Parkinson’s Disease and
Lewy Body Dementia on Jan.
14, 2018, at Harmony River
Living Center in Hutchinson.

A memo-
rial service
will be held
Friday, Jan.
26, at 4
p.m., at
New Jour-
ney United
Church of
Christ in
Hutchinson.
A private scattering of ashes
will be held at a later date.

Lee Ostrom was born May
6, 1951, in Stillwater, to
Harold E. and Betty (Block)
Ostrom. He grew up in Co-
lumbia Heights, where he ex-
celled in athletics — espe-
cially softball and basketball.
He was captain of the 1968-
69 Columbia Heights High
School basketball team.

He attended Gustavus
Adolphus College in St.
Peter.

He married Jean Hanson on
Sept. 11, 1971, in Columbia
Heights. They were blessed
with two children, Krista Os-
trom and Daniel Ostrom. The

Ostroms loved to travel and
to camp, especially anywhere
near Lake Superior.

Mr. Ostrom worked his en-
tire adult life in journalism.
His passion was for small-
town newspapers. He began
with the Sun Newspapers in
Roseville and New Brighton.
In 1976, he began working
for the Dickinson (North
Dakota) Press, working as
both the sports editor and the
managing editor of the paper.
In 1985, the Ostroms moved
back to the Twin Cities
Metro, where he began work-
ing for the Stillwater Gazette.
In 1988, he became the man-
aging editor of the Fairmont
Sentinel. From there, the
family moved to Mora in
1993, where he was the man-
aging editor of the Kanabec
County Times. Another
move, in 2000, brought them
to Hutchinson, where Mr. Os-
trom was the managing editor
of the Hutchinson Leader
until medical issues forced
him to leave that position. He
began working at The
McLeod County Chronicle in
2002 as the sports editor, and
continued there until 2013,
when he retired due to com-
plications of Parkinson’s Dis-

ease and Lewy Body Demen-
tia.

Mr. Ostrom was a proud
Rotarian and served as the
president of the Glencoe Ro-
tary from 2006 to 2007. He
also was very active in his
church.

He is survived by his wife
of 46 years, Jean Ostrom of
Hutchinson; daughter, Krista
Ostrom and son-in-law, Matt
Motujec and granddaughter,
Lily Cozine of Woodbury;
son, Daniel Ostrom of
Mankato; mother, Betty Os-
trom of Bayfield, Wisconsin;
brother, Keith Ostrom of
Grand Forks, North Dakota;
sister and brother-in-law,
Susan and Kevon Dietel of
Bayfield, Wisconsin; cousins,
nieces and nephews, and
many dear friends.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Harold Ostrom;
grandparents; aunts and un-
cles; and one niece.

His body was donated to
the University of Minnesota,
and his brain was donated to
the Harvard Brain Project.
May the knowledge gained
from his death help others to
live. 

(Harold) Lee Ostrom, 66, Hutchinson

Lee Ostrom

Donald David Seay, 80, of
Glencoe, died Friday, Jan. 19,
2018, at his home.

Private family services will
be held.

D o n a l d
David Seay
was born
Oct. 17,
1937, in
S a l u d a ,
North Car-
olina, the
son of
James B.
and Jessie
(Southers) Seay. He attended
school in Ashville, North
Carolina. He served his coun-
try in the U.S. Air Force be-
fore being honorably dis-
charged.

On Oct. 16, 1958, he was
united in marriage to Adeline
Schauer in Wrightstown,
New Jersey. The couple first

made their home in New Jer-
sey before moving to Vir-
ginia, and in 1974, they
moved to Minnesota. They
were blessed with three chil-
dren, Debra, Charlotte and
Donald Jr. They shared 59
years of marriage.

Mr. Seay worked for the
Department of the U.S. Army
and later worked locally at
Seneca. He came from a rail-
road family and enjoyed all
things about trains. He also
loved old classic cars,
NASCAR, and history. He
will be lovingly remembered
as a quick wit.

He is survived by his wife,
Adeline Seay of Glencoe;
children, Debra (Tom)
Douget of Jacksonville, Flori-
da, Charlotte Hand of Madi-
son, Tennessee, and Donald
Seay Jr. of Glencoe; grand-
daughter, Megan (Patrick)

Luneford of Jacksonville,
Florida; grandson, Ryan
Douget of Jacksonville, Flori-
da, and Kenny (Shannon)
Hand of Springfield, Ten-
nessee; brother, Ryal Seay of
Falling Waters, West Vir-
ginia; and nieces, nephews,
other relatives and many
friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, James and
Jessie Seay; and siblings, Pa-
tricia Seay, Dick Seay, Jim
Seay, Hugh Seay, Max Seay,
Kathleen Seay, Mary Nac-
caroto, Ruth Adams, Martha
Hardin and Margaret Harp.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. Online
obituaries and guest book are
available at www.mcbridecha
pel.com. 

Donald David Seay, 80, of Glencoe

Donald Seay

The American Red Cross
hosted a blood drive at the
Stewart Community Center
Friday, Jan. 19. There were 32
donors, including one first-
time donor, and 26 whole
blood pints and five power

red pints were collected, to-
talling 36 total units.

Culvers donated a “pint for
a pint” coupon to each donor.
The Stewart American Legion
Ladies Auxiliary provided
lunch.

Stewart blood drive 
collects 36 units Jan. 19

The New Auburn VFW
Post’s Jan. 10 meeting was
called to order by Senior
Vice Commander Dan
Moore.

Donations were made to:
VFW National Home for
Children, $100; GSL after
prom, $100; National Muse-
um U.S. Army, $75; McK-
layn Frahm school trip to
Washington, D.C., $175;
Kirsten Barott ag trip, $100;
and Commander VFW Proj-
ects, $100.

The next meeting will be
Tuesday, Feb. 13, at the New
Auburn City Hall. Please
note the change of date.

New Auburn
VFW meets

The New Auburn VFW
Auxiliary meeting was called
to order Jan. 10 by President
Phyllis Schwanke.

The secretary’s report was
read. One correction was
made that the auxiliary also
had donated $50 to Operation
Uplink at the last meeting.

The treasurer’s report was
given and filed pending audit.

Members of the auxiliary
gave 81⁄2 dozen sugar cookies
to the Santa Claus day on
Dec. 23. A thank you from
the Santa Claus day commit-
tee was received by the auxil-
iary.

All correspondence was
read by the members of the
auxiliary.

The 115th annual midwin-
ter banquet will be on Satur-
day, Jan. 20.

Donations: A motion was
made and seconded to use
$125 for Veterans Home sup-
plies. These supplies will be
sent as a Valentine for the
Hastings veterans.

The POW/MIA candle was
lit and a moment of silence
was observed.

The next meeting will be
Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 7 p.m.,
at the New Auburn City Hall.
Please note the change of day
due to Lenten services on
Wednesdays.

The meeting was adjourned
by the president.

NA VFW Auxiliary meets
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Trust Your Hearing 
to a “Doctor of Audiology!”

• Experience
• Wide Selection

• Professional Care
• 60 Day Trial Period

Call Today 320-864-5262 
or Toll Free 1-888-931-9144

Dr. Pfaff provides the most complete hearing care available.
Dr. Pfaff has been the Audiologist of choice in the 

Glencoe area for over 22 years. New patients always welcome!

Dr. Pfaff understands 
hearing loss. Let him 

prescribe a personalized
hearing solution for you.

Hear the difference!

Kurt T. Pfaff, Au.D.
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY • MINNESOTA LICENSED AUDIOLOGIST

Glencoe/Watertown • www.hcshearing.com
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LuAnn (Debner) Emich
died Jan. 12, 2018.

She was born and raised in
Plato. After eighth-grade
graduation, she entered Glen-
coe High School and graduat-
ed in 1955 as the class vale-
dictorian. She entered the
business world as a secretary
to Ann Crowley in the Food
Service Department at Abbott
Hospital. After Abbott closed
its doors, she helped her hus-
band Roger at the Burl Oaks

Country Club with inventory
and tournaments on a part-
time basis. She took a season-
al job as a para-mutual teller
at Canterbury Downs. She
worked her way to supervisor
on a line and worked at the
$50 window.

Later, Roger and LuAnn
packed their bags and moved
to Phoenix, Arizona. She took
a job at Turf Paradise Race-
track and, after two years,
was appointed the supervisor

in the paddock lounge until
2011, when she retired. In
2013, the couple returned to
Minnesota and rented an
apartment at The Crossings in
Waconia. She enjoyed read-
ing and watching TV until
her death.

She volunteered her body
to the University of Minneso-
ta for research and cremation.
Her ashes will be returned to
her husband. There will be no
memorial service.

LuAnn (Debner) Emich, Plato native

Obituaries

Deaths

Dorothy Picha,
92, of Glencoe

Dorothy Picha, 92, of
Glencoe, died Thursday, Jan.
18, 2018, at St. Mary’s Care
Center in Winsted.

Funeral services will be
Thursday, Jan. 25, at 2 p.m.,
at First Congregational Unit-
ed Church of Christ in Glen-
coe. Visitation will be Thurs-
day, Jan. 25, from noon to 2
p.m., two hours prior to the
service at the church.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Chapel in
Glencoe. An online guest
book is available at www.
mcbridechapel.com.

John Mueller,
94, of NYA

John “Jack” Mueller, 94,
of Norwood Young America,
formerly of Hamburg, died
Monday, Jan. 22, at New Per-
spective Senior Living in
Waconia.

Funeral services will be
Friday, Jan. 26, at 11 a.m., at
Emanuel Lutheran Church in
Hamburg, with interment fol-
lowing in the church ceme-
tery.

Visitation will be Thurs-
day, Jan. 25, from 4 p.m. to 7
p.m., at Emanuel Lutheran
Church in Hamburg, and will
continue one hour prior to
the service on Friday.

Arrangements are with the
Paul-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Norwood Young
America. An online guest
book is available at
w w w . m c b r i d e c h a p e l .
com.

Donald
Splettstazer,
Lester Prairie

Donald Splettstazer, 96, of
Lester Prairie, died Wednes-
day, Jan. 10, 2018, at his
home.

A memorial service will be
held Tuesday, Jan. 30, at 11
a.m., at St. Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Lester
Prairie, with interment at the
church cemetery.

A gathering of family and
friends will be held Tuesday,
Jan. 30, from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m., one hour prior to the
service at the church.

Arrangements are with the
Paul-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Lester Prairie. An
online guest book is available
at www.mcbridechapel.com.

Bernard
Zejdlik, 80,
of Hutchinson

Bernard “Bernie” Zejdlik,
80, of Hutchinson, died
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018, at
Harmony River Living Cen-
ter.

Funeral services will be
Saturday, Jan. 27, at 2 p.m.,
at the Dobratz-Hantge Funer-
al Chapel in Hutchinson,
with interment in the St.
Anastasia Catholic Cemetery,
also in Hutchinson.

Visitation will be Saturday,
Jan. 27, from noon to 2 p.m.,
two hours prior to the serv-
ice, at the funeral home.

Military honors are by the
Hutchinson Memorial Rifle
Squad.

Arrangements are with the
Dobratz-Hantge Funeral
Chapel. An online guest book
is available at www.hantge.
com.

It doesn’t get much closer than that. An early week
blizzard struck from Colorado into southern Minnesota
(as I’m writing this article). It looks like we missed out
on the worst of it by around 50 miles or so, with some lo-
cations getting a foot-plus of snow. Some areas just to
our north didn’t even see a snowflake. This happens with
intense storms like this; they’ll dump a large amount of
snow over a fairly small swath.

Moving on to brighter news, we should warm up again
as we head toward the weekend with highs in the 40s
possible on Friday. The one thing that may hold us back a
bit is a south wind blowing over the fresh snow to our
south, so highs may be kept in check a bit. Saturday
looks AOK with highs in the 30s before a cooldown later
in the day Saturday into Sunday, knocking temperatures
back into the 20s.

Precipitation will avoid the area after the early-week
blizzard, with only a couple flurries possible over the
weekend. No big storms on the horizon with another
warmup early next week. I’d assume there would be a
chance of a storm late next week, but it’s not popping up
on the maps yet, so we shall see.

Enjoy the pleasant weather to end January!

Ma dobry weekendem Mit dobry vikend

Wednesday night — Lows 13 to 19; clouds.
Thursday — Highs 31 to 37, lows 24 to 30; partly

cloudy.
Friday — Highs 38 to 44, lows 21 to 27; clear.
Saturday — Highs 30 to 36, lows 10 to 16; partly

cloudy.
Sunday — Highs 18 to 26; mostly clear.

Weather Quiz: What are some of February’s weather
extremes?

Answer to last week’s question (What conditions need
to be present to form snow, sleet and freezing rain?):
There’s a fine line in winter weather; if it’s cold enough
throughout all layers of the atmosphere, we get all snow.
When inversions form is when we run into trouble. An
inversion is when there’s a warm layer above a colder
layer trapped at the ground. If the cold layer is thick
enough to allow the rain to freeze before hitting the
ground, we’re left with sleet; if the cold layer is thin,
we’d end up with freezing rain as it freezes on contact
with the ground.

Remember: I make the forecast, not the weather!

Weather Corner
By Jake Yurek

Submitted photo

Freshman, sophomore students of the month
Glencoe-Silver Lake High School re-
cently named its December students of
the month. Named from the freshman
and sophomore classes were, front row

from left, Emma Petersen, Austin Si-
mons and Vera Kornilova; and, back
row, Derek Trippel, Courtney Richer
and Will Higgins.

Submitted photo

Junior, senior students of the month
Glencoe-Silver Lake High School re-
cently named its December students of
the month. Named from the junior and
senior classes were, front row from left,

Anthony Petree, Jessica Alsleben and
Jaecub Fondirulia; and, back row,
Emily Thalmann, Amanda Overman and
Brett Baumgarten.

Chronicle photo by Lori Copler

The regular monthly meet-
ing of the Glencoe VFW Post
5102 Auxiliary was called to
order on Jan. 8 by President
Angela Johnson with 15
members present. Opening
ceremony was held and roll
call was taken.

Secretary’s minutes for No-
vember and December were
read and approved and the
treasurer’s report was ap-
proved and filed subject to
audit. Bills were approved. 

General orders and com-
munications were read.
Chairman reports were given.

The mid-winter conference
will be held Jan. 19-21 at the
Minneapolis Marriott City
Center.  

Unfinished Business – The
Christmas party was held in
December with 66 members
and guests attending. Prize
raffle money for the Christ-

mas party was $171. Eighty-
one pounds of items were
sent to the food shelf. Ap-
proximately $400-plus in
items and money were given
to the Hastings Veterans
Home.

New Business – A car seat
was donated to the first baby
of the year at the hospital.

Audit report was presented
and accepted. 

Pub Putt will be held
March 3 with the Auxiliary
having lunch available for
this event.

It was decided to add Min-
nesota Nice to the budget.

Lunch committee for Feb.
12 will be Mary Ann Ardolf,
Lorraine Krumm, Judy
Schuch and Margaret
Koester.

The meeting was adjourned
until Feb. 12.

Glencoe VFW Auxiliary
hosts January meeting

Firefighter retires
Chad Duehn was presented a plaque at the Brownton
Fire Department’s annual banquet Saturday night
honoring his 20 years of service. He retired from the
department on Jan. 1.



The McLeod County Chronicle, www.glencoenews.com, Wednesday, January 24, 2018, page 8

COLOR
Gets You Noticed! 

Call to place your color ad.
Chronicle/Advertiser

320-864-5518

SHOPSHOP
LOCALLOCAL

SHOP
LOCAL
your area 
businesses

appreciate 
it when
you do!

2018Wedding Directory
Appearing in the first edition

of the month in the 

Glencoe Advertiser

Our Wedding Directory is a companion to our Bride &

Groom Giude and is printed monthly in the 

Glencoe Advertiser and/or Sibley Shopper. Once you

have promoted your business in the wedding guide, have

your name listed in our directory as a constant reminder

of your products and services. This is a great opportunity

to show all newly engaged couples in the Glencoe 

Advertiser or Sibley Shopper circulation area just what

you have to offer them. The following list describes the

various products and services that will be highlighted in

our Wedding Directory.

• Wedding Attire

• Photographers

• Jewelry

• Home Furnishings

• Florists

• Wedding Cake

• Financial Services

• Wedding Parties

• Catering

• Hair Care

• Wedding Invitations

• Travel Arrangements

• Videos

• Gifts

• Entertainment

• Dry Cleaning

• Reception Halls

• Wedding Insurance

The Glencoe Advertiser and
The Sibley Shopper:
716 E. 10th St., Glencoe, MN 55336
Contact: Sue Keenan: suek@glencoenews.com
Brenda Fogarty: brendaf@glencoenews.com
Karin Ramige: karinr@glencoenews.com
Call 320-864-5518 • Fax 320-864-5510

Advertising deadline is

Wednesday, January 24, 2018.

Receive 1 free month when you advertise in the 

Bride & Groom Guide and the Wedding Directory
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Terry Jones
(320) 864-5581

Ron Molstad
(320) 864-1603

Ben Beckman
(320) 864-1602

Contact Terry, Ron or Ben today!

Hospice provides extra level of care for loved ones
By Lori Copler
Editor

Gary Vogt of Glen-
coe cannot say
enough about the

care his mother received to-
ward the end of her life, both
from Allina Hospice and the
staff at Glencoe Regional
Health Services Long Term
Care.

Caroline Vogt, his mother,
remained fairly active and
was still in her own home in
Glencoe until she was about
85 years old, although Gary
Vogt helped out a lot.

“I got all her groceries, ran
her errands, helped with laun-
dry,” said Vogt.

But one day, she was haul-
ing her garbage to the curb
and slipped and broke her
wrist. Caroline recovered
from that, but one morning,
when Gary stopped by to
check on her, he discovered
the porch light on.

“She always turned the
light off before she went to
bed,” said Vogt. He found her

lying on the floor, with a bro-
ken hip.

She had surgery and was
admitted to long-term care
for, the family, hoped recov-
ery.

Caroline also was diag-
nosed with cancer, and large
masses were found in both
lungs.

After her admittance to
long-term care, Gary was
contacted about arranging for
hospice service for her.

He felt that his mom al-
ready was being well cared
for by the long-term care
staff.

“I don’t want to take any-
thing away from the people
who work there,” said Vogt.
“They’re the front-line staff,
and they do a great job.”

But he talked to Lona Olt-
mann of Allina Hospice and
to his mother’s doctor, and
felt that hospice could pro-
vide some extra care for his
mother.

“We went through the pro-
tocol to see if she would qual-

ify for hospice,” said Gary. “I
kind of hate to put it this way,
but she passed with flying
colors.”

Gary said the hospice team
worked closely both with the
staff at long-term care and
Caroline’s doctors to create a
care plan for her, ranging
from recommending medica-
tions to simple care, such as
reading to Caroline or mas-
sages.

“Mostly, they decided what
would work for her and what
wouldn’t,” said Gary. “And
they would call and tell me
what they did, how she react-
ed to it, and what they
thought her needs were.”

Services included reading
The Chronicle to Caroline, as
well as get-well cards, back
rubs, applying lotion to her
hands and legs, tuning the
radio to the Lester Schuft
show on KDUZ, and manag-
ing her pain and medical is-
sues. A chaplain regularly
visited.

“The quality of care for her

was at the utmost, in my
mind,” said Gary. “They just
made her last couple of
months more tolerable for
her.”

The care didn’t end with
Caroline’s death. After she
died on April 24, 2017, Gary
received a card signed by all
the hospice staff. He also re-
ceived materials about griev-
ing, and weekly phone calls.

“They would just ask, ‘how
are you doing, is everything
OK? Is there anything we can
help you with?’” said Gary.

Gary said he would recom-
mend hospice for anyone who
is facing a similar situation
with a family member.

“You get five or six people
to help with care,” he said.
“I’ve had people ask me, and
I’ve said, ‘call these people,
work with these people.’
They’re not a separate bunch
from the regular staff, and
they will work with them.”

Chronicle photo by Lori Copler

New flag for new school addition
The Glencoe American Legion Post 95 donated a flag
for the new addition to Glencoe-Silver Lake Schools
on Friday. The new flag pole and flag are located out-
side the new Lincoln addition entrance. Pictured are,

from left, Dewey Klaustermeier, Glencoe-Silver Lake
Superintendent Chris Sonju, Jim Entiger, Don Gruen-
hagen, Duane Haag, Lloyd Duenow, Dale Popelka and
Roger Hilgers.

SL council agrees to hike on-call pay for officers
By Karin Ramige
Publisher

The Silver Lake City Coun-
cil voted to increase the po-
lice department’s on-call pay
to $3 per hour at its Tuesday,
Jan. 16, meeting.

The current on-call pay is
$2.42 per hour with a two-
hour minimum regular hourly
wage for a call. The rate has
not been increased since at
least 1999. Officers are con-
sidered on call for the 14
hours they are off their regu-
lar 10-hour shift.

Police Chief RJ Cripps
looked at other similar-sized
cities. On-call rates ranged
from $2.50 per hour in
Brownton and Buffalo Lake
to $3.75 per hour in Twin Val-
ley.

Cripps explained that part-
time officers also work for
other departments and are

paid more from other agen-
cies.

Council Member Brenda
Fogarty said that it is hard to
find good officers and she
would be in favor of increas-
ing the wage.

The increase to $3 is esti-
mated to increase the depart-
ment’s budget by $2,700 an-
nually.

Cripps also requested a
change to the way a call is
paid, which is currently at the
regular hourly rate. He pro-
posed that a call be consid-
ered overtime. The communi-
ties he spoke with are paid at
an overtime rate for calls for
officers while not on shift. A
funeral escort or other sched-
uled events would not be con-
sidered a call.

Cripps explained that when
responding to a call, an offi-
cer is expected to go from

sleeping to dressed and on
scene in 10 or 15 minutes.

The council approved the
change, which is an estimated
budget increase of $2,000.

In other business the coun-
cil:

• Approved updates to five
police policies.

• Passed annual resolutions
pre-authorizing payments by
clerk’s warrant, declaring the
city council members as city
employees, and classifying
fund balances for financial re-
porting purposes.

• Approved an agreement
for professional services  with
Short Elliott Hendrickson,
Inc. (SEH), the city’s engi-
neering firm, for services as
requested by the city. The
agreement is not to exceed
$5,000 annually. Services for
larger projects will continue
to be included in the project

costs.
John Rodeberg of SEH ex-

plained that SEH no longer
bills for individual requests
without a contract and the
city has not been charged for
many of the smaller jobs in
the last couple of years. He
said these requests would
probably only be $2,000 to
$3,000, but they would come
back if it were to exceed
$5,000.

• Reviewed and approved
the pay equity compliance re-
port.

• Heard the City Clerk Jon
Jerabek would be sending out
letters to residents that are not
following the ordinance for
sidewalk shoveling.

• Gave Jerabek his six-
month review. The council
voted to give him a step in-
crease.

As the troubled rollout of
the new Minnesota Licensing
and Vehicle Registration Sys-
tem (MNLARS) continues, a
website to inform the public
of the status of MNLARS
and capture feedback from
frustrated Minnesotans de-
buted last week. The website,
which can be found at MN-
LARSmess.com, will be con-
tinually updated with com-
ments from system users and
is designed to keep Min-
nesotans apprised of the latest
information.

“Minnesotans are fed up
with MNLARS, and rightly
so – the system is still not
working, and has not worked
since its rollout six months
ago,” said state Sen. Scott
Newman (R-Hutchinson),
chair of the Senate Trans-
portation Finance and Policy
Committee. “This new web-
site will allow those impacted
to share their feedback, see
what others around the state
are saying, and keep updated
on what happens in the legis-
lature come Feb. 20. My
message to those frustrated
citizens is, ‘We’re listening,

and we’ve got your back.’”
The website is run by the

Minnesota Senate Republican
Caucus in conjunction with
Newman’s office and Senate
Transportation Finance and
Policy Committee staff.

Once feedback starts com-
ing in, the site will be updat-
ed with a map so users can
see the widespread problems
with the system.

“For months, officials from
the Department of Public
Safety and Minnesota IT
Services have promised fixes,
but those fixes are not com-
ing quickly enough. We want
to keep the pressure on Gov.
Dayton, because his adminis-
tration is responsible for this
mess.” Newman continued.
“The state has had over a
decade of time and more than
$93 million in funding to get
this right, but they have not
lived up to the expectations
of the millions of Minnesota
taxpayers who have funded
the project. The Legislature
can provide oversight, but the
administration must be held
accountable.”

New website allows feedback
on state’s MNLARS system


